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The notes and bibliographical apparatus, which are appended separate 
from the text, furnish in themselves a remarkably full and helpful guide 
to the literature on all questions treated in the body of the book. Need- 
less to say, they are carefully selected and are as up to date as the text 
itself. There is an index. 

Columbia University. J. T. Shotwell. 

The Normal Child and Primary Education. Arnold L. Gesell and 
Beatrice Chandler Gesell. New York: Ginn and Company, 1912. 
Pp. 340. 

Too little is known of the characteristics and powers of the normal 
child and of the best methods of developing them. Especially is this true 
of the primary child, hence he is " far below his possibilities, and is ripe 
for unguessed avenues of activity and attainment." Just fresh from the 
home or the kindergarten, with many traits akin to the adolescent, he is 
often subjected to the same rigidity of rule and inflexibility of program 
that characterize the upper grammar grades. The subject-matter of most 
importance for him is still, in the minds of many teachers, the three R's. 
In contrast to this point of view the authors of this book hold up to us 
the primary child as a little animal, governed largely by instinct and pos- 
sessing such habits as have resulted in pleasure. Full of life, full of 
activity — demanding, questioning, investigating — with desire and action 
as the keynotes of his conduct. 

The book is written in four parts : Part I. is an historical introduction, 
tracing the development of the present point of view in education; 
Part II. deals with the genetic background of the child, stressing 
instincts; Part III. treats of the pedagogy of the various primary-school 
subjects; Part IV. offers some brief suggestions as to the conservation 
of child life. In the opinion of the reviewer much of Parts I. and II. 
could be easily dispensed with, for although the topics treated form the 
scientific basis for the method suggested, as presented, they are too tech- 
nical and too loosely connected with the rest of the book to be of much 
value to teachers. Part III., however, is very suggestive, rich in concrete 
material, and alive with a very real interest in children. In it the authors 
take the various primary-school subjects and by suggestion and criticism 
show how they may satisfy the needs of the developing child and also 
lead to future social efficiency. Although the treatment of some of the 
topics is plausibly idealistic, any teacher who reads Part III. of this 
book will not only gain definite suggestions for work with school-room 
subjects, but will be inspired with a truer appreciation of the active, 
lovable child nature with which she has to deal. 

Naomi Norsworthy. 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 
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REVUE DE PHILOSOPHIE. August, 1912. L'UnivociU scotiste 
(second article) (pp. 113-127) : S. Belmont. - The concept univocite as 



